AND BLOCKADE.                            Tl

during war; and this last consideration prevails. In
the case of a "commercial" blockade the ultimate
object is to exclude the trade of neutrals, i.e. to do
the very thing which the law of nations proclaims to.
be illegal. There is no conflict in this case of prin-
ciples or of rights. The thing done is done in simple
and direct contravention of a great legal principle,,
and not in virtue of any other legal principle which
conflicts with it. To lay down the general proposition
that the trade of neutrals with belligerents is free, and
at the same time to legalise " commercial" .blockades,"
is as absurd as it would be to say that a man has no.
right to take the law into his own hands, but that any
man may on any occasion knock another man down.
Either, then, the general rule must be reversed, or
the exception, so far as it respects " commercial"
blockades, must cease. Happily,, there seems no sort
of probability that the former alternative will be
adopted. It is not in that, but in the opposite
direction that future changes in the law of nations,
must be expected to tend. The monstrous doctrine
which has been already referred to, that either of
two nations which choose to quarrel with each other
may intercept the trade of the other with a. friendly
State, having once been shattered to the extent of
allowing neutral goods to be freely conveyed to the
enemy, it is not likely that the breach will ever be
repaired.

Thus far with respect to " commercial" blockade,
considered as excluding the merchandise of neutrals
from the ports of the hostile country, Considered as